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Shirley Man Found Guilty For Murder of Fitchburg State College Freshman
  
WOBURN– A jury has found a Shirley man guilty for the fatal stabbing of a college freshman that he dated, 
Middlesex District Attorney Gerry Leone informed the public today.
 
Robert Gulla, 21, of Shirley, was found guilty on charges of murder in the first degree and violation of a restraining 
order following an 11 day trial in Middlesex Superior Court.
 
He will be sentenced tomorrow at 10 a.m.
 
“The defendant brutally attacked, tortured and murdered his former girlfriend,” said DA Leone.  “This is a tragic 
case, and combating domestic violence remains a priority point of focus for this office. We will continue to do 
everything we can do break down the barriers against disclosure, identify these crimes, keep victims safe, and 
enforce the laws against abusers. I applaud the Shirley Police, State Police, and staff of the Middlesex District 
Attorney’s Office for seeking justice for this victim and her loved ones. Our thoughts remain with the victim’s 
family.”
 
According to authorities, on January 23, 2010, Shirley Police and State Police assigned to the Middlesex District 
Attorney's Office responded to reports of two people seriously injured in an incident at 4 Morin Street in Shirley. 
 Upon arrival, authorities located a male, the defendant evidencing apparently self inflicted wounds to his head and 
a wound to his wrist, and the female victim, evidencing multiple, severe stab wounds. 
 
The defendant was med-flighted to UMass Medical Center in Worcester where he was treated for three days before 
being discharged into the custody of the Sheriff’s Department.  The female victim, Allison Myrick, 19, of Groton, 
was pronounced dead at the scene.  
 
 Shirley Police and State Police assigned to the Middlesex District Attorney’s Office conducted an immediate 
investigation into the circumstances of the incident. 
 
Upon further investigation, it was determined that the defendant and the victim met in September of 2009 and had a 
dating relationship.   The victim obtained a restraining order against the defendant on January 19, which the 
defendant is alleged to have violated in the days preceding the murder, as well as on the date of the murder itself.
 
On Saturday, January 23, the victim and the defendant were in the defendant’s home.  It is alleged that the 
defendant beat the victim, stabbed her multiple times, and shot her in the head with a pellet gun.  It is also alleged 
that the defendant then shot himself with a pellet gun, and cut his wrist with a knife.
 
Gulla was arrested and arraigned at UMASS Medical Center on January 25 on charges of murder in the first degree 
and violation of a restraining order.  District Court Judge Andrew DeAngelo ordered Gulla held without bail.   
 
Gulla was indicted on March 4 by a Middlesex Superior Court Grand Jury on charges of murder in the first degree, 
assault and battery (3 counts), and violation of a restraining order.
 
            The Assistant District Attorneys assigned to the case are Lisa McGovern and Casey Silva.  The Victim 
Witness Advocate is Dora Quiroz.
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